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Conclusion

The Stroke Prevention and Treatment Act of 2009 aims to address existing deficiencies 

and vastly improve the components of the stroke system of care in Rhode Island. 

Future data analysis will determine if the new law increases adherence to evidence-

based guidelines and improves patient outcomes in the state. 

Objective

To secure passage of 

legislation that establishes an 

inclusive and coordinated 

stroke system of care in Rhode 

Island.

Purpose

The current fragmented 

approach to stroke care in 

Rhode Island provides 

inadequate linkages and 

coordination among the 

fundamental components of 

the stroke system.  Policy 

change at the state level may 

help reduce the devastating 

effects of stroke by creating a 

coordinated system to improve 

patient care. 

Design

In Fall 2008, the Rhode 

Island Stroke Task Force 

determined that 

legislation would be 

needed to move its 

recommendations 

forward.  The American 

Stroke Association, 

Department of Health, 

Stroke Task Force and 

legislative champions 

worked together to craft 

and promote the Stroke 

Prevention and 

Treatment Act of 2009.  

The legislation – based 

on AHA/ASA science and 

guidelines – reflected 

years of collaboration 

around the table with this 

core group of partners.
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Stroke Prevention and Treatment Act Timeline 

July 9, 2009 

Stroke Prevention and 

Treatment Act of 2009 

signed into law by Governor 

Donald Carcieri

January 2006 

Stroke Task Force 

convenes for first 

meeting under 

leadership of Doug 

DeOrchis, MD

June 2004 

House and Senate 

pass legislation 

(H. 8192Aaa, S. 

2905A) establishing 

RI Stroke Task Force

January 2006 - December 

2007 Stroke Task Force 

reviews national policy 

guidance, scientific 

statements and data.  

Conducts survey of hospitals 

and analyzes findings.

January-April 2008 

Stroke Task Force 

members draft report 

and recommendations

April 2008 

Task Force 

completes 

report to 

General 

Assembly

June 2008 

Report endorsed by 

Department of Health 

and submitted to 

General Assembly

September 2008 

Department of Health 

appoints new Stroke Task 

Force (STF) chairman 

Peter Panagos, MD, to 

oversee implementation of 

recommendations

November 2008 

STF and ASA representatives meet 

with senior leadership at Department 

of Health to discuss next steps toward 

improving the stroke system of care 

in RI

December 2008 

STF and ASA submit Petition for 

Rulemaking to Department of 

Health for Primary Stroke Center 

designation.  Petition not accepted 

for current rulemaking period and 

held for further review

January 2009 

STF convenes under     Dr. 

Peter Panagos’ leadership 

and elects to pursue 

legislation during 2009 

Legislative Session

February 2009 

Legislation drafted and sponsors 

recruited in House and Senate.

Copy of draft legislation shared 

with Hospital Association of RI for 

review.

February 26, 2009 

Stroke Prevention and 

Treatment Act of 2009 (H. 

5798Aaa, S. 752A) introduced 

in House and Senate

February 2009-July 2009 

ASA activates You’re the Cure grassroots network to 

contact legislators and Governor to build support for 

the Stroke Prevention and Treatment Act of 2009

March 25, 2009 

Hearing before the 

House Health, 

Education and 

Welfare Committee

April 30, 2009—House Health, Education 

and Welfare Committee recommends passage

May 4-June 24, 2009 

STF and ASA work with Hospital 

Association to achieve a consensus on 

final bill text and provisions

May 26, 2009 

House passes 

bill

May 27, 2009 Hearing before the Senate 

Health and Human Services Committee

June 23, 2009 STF, ASA and Rep. Naughton 

host roundtable discussion at State House to 

discuss strategy for Senate passage

June 24, 2009 

Senate Health and 

Human Services 

Committee 

recommends passage

June 25, 2009 

Senate passes bill

July 8, 2009 

Legislation 

transmitted 

to 

Governor’s 

Office

Legislation


