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Impact Factor Trend Graph
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JOURNAL INNOVATIONS

 TRIAGE REVIEW OF SOME MANUSCRIPTS-PROMOTING 
RAPID MANUSCRIPT REVIEW

 INCREASED USE OF ONLINE DATA SUPPLEMENTS

 HIGHLIGHTS OF SELECTED ARTICLES

 BASIC SCIENCE ADVANCES FOR CLINICIANS-A NEW 
REVIEW ARTICLE CATEGORY

 AN INCREASED NUMBER OF INVITED TOPICAL REVIEWS-
THE TARGET IS 2 PER ISSUE



SUBMITTING MANUSCRIPTS 

TO STROKE

 ARTICLE CATEGORIES

 MANUSCRIPT FORMATTING

 WHAT MUST BE INCLUDED

 COMMONLY ASKED QUESTIONS



Article Categories

Original Articles, Comments and Opinions, and Special Reports 

 4,000 words

 6 figures and/or tables

 50 references

Progress or Topical Reviews

 3,500-4,000 words

 6 figures and/or tables

 50 references

Brief Reports 

 1,500 words

 3 figures and/or tables 

 15 references

Case Reports (Online-Only) 

 1,500 words

 Only most relevant figures/tables and references

Letters to the Editor (Online-Only) 

 Must be reference a Stroke article either currently published online ahead-of-print or 
published in print within the past 3 weeks 

 750 words

 5 references 

 3 authors

*Figures may contain up to 4 panels (i.e., parts A to D) 

Word count includes the title page, abstract, main body of text, acknowledgments, sources of 

funding, disclosures, references, figure legends, and tables.



1. Title page  

2. Abstract 

3. Text including Introduction 

4. Methods, Results, Discussion and Summary/Conclusions 

5. Acknowledgments and Sources of Funding

6. Conflict(s) of Interest/Disclosure(s)

7. References

9. Figure Legends

9. Tables and Figures

*Include a Cover letter with the statement: “All authors have read and approved 

the submitted manuscript, the manuscript has not been submitted elsewhere 

nor published elsewhere in whole or in part, except as an abstract (if relevant)”. 

Manuscript Formatting

Manuscripts should be presented in the following sequence:



• Sources of Funding

• If applicable, list all sources of research support relevant to the 

manuscript under the heading, “Funding.” 

• All grant funding agency abbreviations should be completely 

spelled out, with the exception of the NIH.

•     Disclosures

• Authors must state any disclosures within the manuscript text 

and complete the Conflict of Interest/Disclosure Form online. If no 

conflicts exist then state, “None.”

• Copyright Transfer Agreement
• Forms must be signed and completed by all authors. Make sure 

to complete all 3 sections. Electronic signatures or proxy 

signatures are not acceptable.

• Acknowledgment Permission 

• If applicable, a form signed by each named person credited in 

the Acknowledgment section.

Submissions Must Include:



Authors Make Sure to Check:

 Word Count

○ Charges will apply for being over the word limit   

 Reference Formatting

○ All authors must be listed. Do not use “et al.” 

○ Do not include the month, day, or issue number

 Embed Figures within the text of the paper for reviewers

 Editable Tables in the Word file

 Sequentially list references, tables and figures within the 
text

 Corresponding Author is registered in Bench>Press 



What is the cost to me?

• $70 per printed page 

• $425 for every 1,000 words over the word limit and the usual $70 page charge 
will also apply

 Color figures, Reprints, Alterations, and Corrections charges are estimated on a 
case by case basis

Can Stroke’s editorial office submit my paper for me?

 No. In order to avoid introducing mistakes to a paper we, ask that all authors 
submit their own papers electronically.

Can I Stop and Save my paper before I am done uploading it?

 Yes. If you find that you need to stop your manuscript submission process part 
way through, click SAVE/CONTINUE. When you are ready to go back to your 
submission – go to your Author Area and click on “Submissions/Revisions in 
Progress” to continue

Yes, You Must Proof Your New and Revised Paper.

 It is imperative that when you have completed your manuscript submission or 
revision you return to your author area, after receipt of a system-generated 
email, and PROOF the manuscript. If the manuscript is not Proofed, the paper 
can sit in a queue indefinitely

Common Questions



Author submits paper

Submission Sent to Editor-in-Chief. 

Associate Editor or Consulting Editor

Request for Additional 

Material Sent to Author

Manuscript Ready

for Assignment

Staff Review 

New Submissions

Manuscript is Submitted

Paper appears in 

Staff queue

Author receives

acknowledgment of

receipt 

Staff monitor

submission until all

materials are received

Staff determine if manuscript is 

ready for review or if 

submission needs to be 

returned to author for 

completion of missing material



Manuscript is Reviewed

Manuscript is reviewed by senior editor 

who may send the paper for formal review, 

triage review, or expedited rejection

Formal Review

The manuscript is 

reviewed by 2 or 3 

reviewers who provide 

written comments

Triage Review

The manuscript is 

evaluated by an expert 

reviewer who may suggest 

formal review or rejection

Senior editor makes a decision 

based on the review(s)



Paper is accepted by journal

Paper is sent to publisher

Paper is published online ahead of 

print- BEFORE author corrections 

(ATVB & Circ Res)

Paper goes through copyediting

Authors are sent  page proofs

Author returns corrections within 

24 - 48 hours

Paper is published online ahead of 

print – AFTER author corrections 
(Circulation, Hypertension & Stroke)



Embargo Policy

•Articles published in any AHA journal cannot be 

discussed by journalists or presented in other public 

media before 4:00 PM EST on the day before the cover 

date of the issue, except when articles are posted online 

ahead of the print version (Online First). In such cases, 

the embargo date will be 4:00 PM EST on the day of 

online posting. 

– Media Releases



REVIEWING FOR STROKE

 TRIAGE REVIEW

 FORMAL REVIEW

 WHAT ARE WE LOOKING FOR FROM 

REVIEWERS

 JOURNAL QUALITY AND THE PEER 

REVIEW PROCESS DEPENDS UPON THE 

REVIEWERS







Review Form Continued
Questions for Reviewers



WHAT ARE THE EDITORS 

LOOKING FOR

 Does the manuscript meet the high quality 
standards of Stroke regarding innovation, impact, 
quality and experimental design

 Constructive and appropriate comments in the 
response to author’s section

 Avoid vindictive, impolite and agenda-driven 
comments when responding to authors

 In the comments to the editor section, provide 
concise opinions about the suitability and 
appropriatness of the manuscript for Stroke

 Please complete the review in a timely manner as 
you would like for your own submissions



PERSONNEL INNOVATIONS

 A GROUP OF ASSISTANT EDITORS PRIMARILY 
TO HELP WITH THE TRIAGE PROCESS

 A GROUP OF CONSULTING EDITORS TO 
HANDLE MANUSCRIPTS WITH CONFLICTS & TO 
PROVIDE FEEDBACK

 APPOINTMENT OF A VICE EDITOR-Dr. Karen 
Furie

 A TECHNOLOGY SUBCOMMITTEE TO ADVISE 
DINOSAURS LIKE ME



FUTURE DIRECTIONS

 WEBINARS-AUDIO AND VISUAL

 INCREASED ELECTRONIC PUBLISHING

 MORE PRINT PAGES TO INCREASE THE  PAGE 

LIMIT, ACCEPTANCE RATE AND TO ALLOW FOR 

ADDITIONAL NEW FEATURES

 CONTINUE TO INCREASE THE IMPACT FACTOR


